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Tutorial 4 
Exploring Employment Options 

Post-16  
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The purpose of this tutorial is to increase your knowledge of alternative options to university such as 

apprenticeships and school leavers programmes.  During this tutorial, you will be exploring resources 

that can help when researching possible career options.  You will also discover how to search for these 

opportunities and how to find resources that can support you when making an application to these 

employment schemes. 

Task 1: Exploring Career Options 

Lots of students struggle when researching possible careers because they do not know where to start. 

A great way to overcome this is to take a careers quiz/test such as the UCAS Buzz Quiz or the Spartan 

Test.  These can help students identify their strengths and help them find possible career options that 

match their likes, skills and personality. 

In this first task, we would like you to have a go at both the UCAS Buzz Quiz and the Spartan Test.  After 

completing these, answer the questions that follow.  The links to these are shown below. 

When completing the Spartan Test, you will first need to register for the SACU website which will just 

take a couple of minutes.  

https://www.ucas.com/careers/buzz-quiz 

https://sacu-student.com/?page_id=2850 

1(a) The UCAS Buzz Quiz aims to help students discover their strengths and the types of jobs 
they may enjoy.  What did your answers reveal about you?  

(b) Do you agree with the results from this quiz and think they are a true reflection of your

personality? 

Tutorial 4: Exploring Employment Options 

https://www.ucas.com/careers/buzz-quiz
https://sacu-student.com/?page_id=2850


3 

 2(a) After completing the Spartan Test, you will receive personalised career, subject and 

apprenticeship word clouds.  List below the careers, subjects and apprenticeships that best 

match your personality from completing this test.  (These should appear in bigger font within 

each word cloud.) 

(b) Do you agree with the results from this test and think they are a true reflection of your

personality? 

If you click on any of the words in the word clouds, you will be taken to useful links and information to 

help you research these careers, subjects and apprenticeships.  

Use this feature to carry out some brief research into the careers that best match your 

personality.  After completing this, are there any careers that you would be keen to research 

further?  If so list them in the space provided. 
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Task 2: Exploring Apprenticeships 

This task is designed to increase your knowledge of apprenticeship options and the different career 

sectors that offer apprenticeship opportunities.  

Before starting this task, it’s important to find out what you already know about apprenticeships. To do 

this, have a go at answering the questions below 

1. What are apprenticeships?

2. What do you think are the benefits of apprenticeships?

3. There are different levels of apprenticeship options.  What do you think this means?

4. Are you aware of any industries/career sectors that offer apprenticeship opportunities?  If

so list them below. 
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Below are some online resources that we would now like you to use to carry out some research into 

apprenticeship options.  Focus on the different types of apprenticeships, the range of opportunities 

available and the benefits of these options. 

Explore these websites and use these to answer the following questions. 

https://careerswales.gov.wales/apprenticeships 

https://www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk/parents/apprenticeships 

https://www.studential.com/apprenticeships 

https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/ 

https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/ 

1. After carrying out this research, how would you now define the term apprenticeship? Has

your definition changed after carrying out this research?  If so how? 

2. What different levels of apprenticeships exist and how does each level differ from each

other? 

3. What do you feel are the advantages and disadvantages of undertaking an apprenticeship

opportunity after studying at sixth form or college? 

https://careerswales.gov.wales/apprenticeships
https://www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk/parents/apprenticeships
https://www.studential.com/apprenticeships
https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/
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4. Many different industries/career sectors offer apprenticeship opportunities, e.g. the health 

sector.  Use your knowledge gained from this research, to list 5 other industries/career sectors 

that offer apprenticeships and identify employers within each of these that offer these 

opportunities. 

 

 

Industries/Career Sectors Employers who offer apprenticeships 
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Task 3:  Finding Apprenticeships and School Leavers Programmes 

 

There are lots of different ways to search for apprenticeships and school leavers programmes.  For 

example, one way is to use the Careers Wales website which has its own search engine. 

 

 

https://ams.careerswales.com/ 
 

 

 

 

Alternatively, you can use popular careers websites such as those listed below. 

 

https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/ 
 
https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/ 
 
https://www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk/ 
 
 

These websites not only allow you to search for opportunities, they also contain a wealth of resources 

to support students in making applications. 

 

Finally, many apprenticeships and school leavers programmes, that companies/organisations offer are 

listed on their websites, along with instructions on when and how to apply. 

https://ams.careerswales.com/
https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/
https://www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk/
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Below are some examples of the sorts of opportunities available. 

 

Deloitte  

 

Deloitte's Bright Sparks Higher Apprenticeship Scheme offers applicants an opportunity to work in a 

variety of business sectors to acquire professional qualifications leading to a permanent job.  

 

https://www2.deloitte.com/uk/en/pages/careers/articles/brightstart-business-apprenticeship-

scheme.html 

  

PWC  

 

PWC offer a range of school leavers programmes which allow students to study towards a professional 

qualification and, in some cases, a level 4 apprenticeship.   

 

https://www.pwc.co.uk/careers/ 

 

Network Rail  

 

Network Rail offer a range of apprenticeships at different levels and in a range of sectors including 

engineering, business and IT.  

 

 https://www.networkrail.co.uk/careers/early-careers/apprenticeships 

 

Welsh Government  

 

Apprenticeship opportunities within Welsh Government are listed at the following webpage. 

  

 https://gov.wales/welsh-government-apprentices 

 

BBC  

 

The BBC offer a range of apprenticeships and opportunities for school leavers. Details of these 

schemes can be found at their career’s website and Twitter site @BBCGetIn  

 

 https://careerssearch.bbc.co.uk 

  https://twitter.com/BBCGetIn  

https://www2.deloitte.com/uk/en/pages/careers/articles/brightstart-business-apprenticeship-scheme.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/uk/en/pages/careers/articles/brightstart-business-apprenticeship-scheme.html
https://www.pwc.co.uk/careers/
https://www.networkrail.co.uk/careers/early-careers/apprenticeships
https://gov.wales/welsh-government-apprentices
https://careerssearch.bbc.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/BBCGetIn
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In this final task, we would like you to use the websites and search tools we have discussed to find 

three apprenticeships/school leavers programmes that interest you.  Use the table below to record 

the results of your research. 

 

 

Company/ 

Organisation. 

Type of 

apprenticeship, e.g. 

business, IT, 

engineering etc. 

Apprenticeship 

Level if 

applicable. 

 

How long it 

takes to 

complete. 

Additional 

information e.g. 

location, salary, 

professional 

qualifications 

gained during 

completion etc. 
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