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2 March 2021 
 
Dear colleague 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued hard work and 
commitment to supporting all our learners, and their families, during these difficult 
times.  It was so lovely to see pictures of some of our youngest learners in our 
national costume celebrating St David’s Day in schools across Wales. I also know 
how welcome the return was to older students undertaking practical assessments in 
our colleges. 
 
Since my last letter to you in February, I’m glad to report that the public health 
situation continues to improve. 
 
We have already announced that from 15 March, remaining primary school children 
will be back in school. We will also welcome back learners in exam years, as well as 
providing flexibility for those in years 10 and 12.  

 
I have also shared my intention to get all learners back to schools, colleges and 
training providers after the Easter break.  
 
Today, I am able to confirm our intention to give schools further  flexibility, if they 
wish, to welcome back learners in years 7, 8 and 9 before the Easter break.  
 
This would not be a full return to school for years 7, 8 and 9 before Easter. However, 
it would provide schools with the opportunity to offer learners check-ins with 
teachers, with a focus on support for wellbeing, and readiness for a full return to 
school after Easter.   
 
The focus before Easter will continue to be on learners who are undertaking 
qualifications, especially those in Years 11 and 13, and those studying practical 
vocational qualifications.  
 
To support all necessary planning, the operational guidance 
https://gov.wales/operational-guidance-schools-and-settings-support-limited-attendance will 
be available from 9am on Wednesday 3 March. The control measures that you have 
all become familiar with continue to be important in reducing transmission and you 
should continue to ensure these are clearly communicated.  
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 Hands, face, space are still the most important measures to prevent infection.  

 Staggered start and finish times should be maximised. 

 Twice weekly testing is now available for all teaching and non-teaching staff in all 
schools and colleges. We are also working with our Local Authorities to set up 
ways to supply tests to  school and  college transport drivers, supply teachers 
and peripatetic staff working across different schools    

 Twice weekly testing will also be available for year 10 learners and above in 
schools and colleges. 

 In secondary schools and colleges face coverings should be worn in all 
communal areas and in the classroom where it’s not possible to socially distance. 

 By now staff whose role is to provide intimate personal care for some of our most 
vulnerable children with complex medical needs have been offered their first 
vaccination.  

 We will also be writing jointly with the WLGA to all school leaders reminding them 
of the importance of updating risk assessments for their school. 

 
We are planning a series of webinars for headteachers on assessments, and 
science and public health, as I know many of you have found these sessions useful. 
More information will be sent through as soon as details are finalised.  
 
We will continue to remind parents of the need to remain vigilant and would like to 
thank you for your support in spreading the message.  
 
I would like to thank all of you once again for following the rules, driving down the 
transmission of the virus, and for giving us even more headroom to get learners back 
to our schools and colleges. 
 
Together we will keep Wales safe and keep Wales learning. 
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
 
Kirsty Williams AS/MS 
Y Gweinidog Addysg  
Minister for Education  


